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“On The Road Again” 

Hello Retreads!    February 2, 2024 

Winter finally arrived in Western PA bringing freezing tempera-

tures and a foot of snow on January 13th. That was the time to cozy 

up inside and start planning those warm weather vacations. Check 

the events page for lots of options this year. Punxsutawney Phil 

predicts an early Spring. I’m good with that! 

Our last event of 2023 was The Welcome to Winter Gathering, We 

had 19 members and 1 guest get together for a fun afternoon. It was 

wonderful to have Carrie Huntington join us! For the newer mem-

bers, Carrie was a Western PA Rep many years ago. She now lives 

in Arizona, but is planning on being back in Western PA in July 

and is going to try to attend our rally. Margie Sumner & Melvin 

Long won the door prizes. The Christmas Candy guessing game was 

won with the exact guess of 91 by Don Grossman. Guesses ranged 

from 62 to 210. There was a 1960’s era pinball machine that was on 

and several of us took up the challenge. Although a few came close, 

Dave Boleratz was the undisputed winner with a score of 4685! If 

you weren’t there, you missed a fun afternoon with lots of good food 

and great friends. 

We had 5 guests from the Southern Tier NY Retreads join us for the 

first Western PA Breakfast meeting of 2024 in Meadville on Janu-

ary 13th. I was very surprised to see that they had still decided to 

come as Western NY was under a winter storm warning. 

We had a bit of a glitch with the banquet facilities and caterer for 

our Western PA Rally which is why our rally reservation form was 

delayed this year.  The restaurant which leased the facilities and ca-

tered our meals abruptly shut down and went out of business. The 

potential crisis is being resolved by the hotel that actually owns the 

facilities.  They are working to lease it out to someone else but have 

assured me that we will have the use of the facilities for our rally. 

We’ve made arrangements with a new caterer to provide a meal on 

Monday evening and our banquet. I’m very excited about the 

menu! 

Now to finish the rally flyer so I can get it out with this newsletter.  

Until next time...be safe and stay well, 

 

Kim Docter, Western PA Rep 

Denny & Jan Archer - Membership 
25461 State St 

Saegertown, PA 16433 
(814)337-6478 

Djarcher_2@icloud.com 

2024 

Membership 

Renewals Are 

Due! 

If you haven’t 

renewed yet, stop what 

you’re doing, grab the form 

out of this newsletter, fill it 

out and drop it in the mail. 

You don’t want to miss out 

on the fun! 

Get ready to ride!!! 

Jan-Feb-March 





CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  We will publish Retread events as we receive them and enclose registration 

forms for Retread rallies with your newsletter, at least once.  Underlined events have or have had ride/rally information includ-
ed in a newsletter.  If you need a copy of a rally flier contact Kim at 814-398-4918 or kadocter@gmail.com   Rally fliers are 
also available online at most of the sites below.  CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR ANY CANCELATIONS OR CHANGES TO 
THE MONTHLY BREAKFASTS. 

Northern Breakfast Meeting: Hosted by Darryl & Nancy Boleratz - Meadville, PA 

2nd Sat. every month - Breakfast 8-9AM - Meeting 9:00am at Perkins. Meadville, PA  RT 322 East of I-79 

Southern Breakfast Meeting: Hosted by Bill & Carol Feazell - Butler, PA 

4th Sun. every month - Breakfast 8-9AM - Meeting 9:00am at Michael’s Restaurant, 970 New Castle Rd (RT 422), Butler PA   

 

Southern Tier Retreads (Our neighboring Retread group in Western NY)  meets on the second Sunday of the 
month. Lunch at 2pm and meeting at 3pm with the exception of February when they meet on the third Sunday. 

The Old Tool Tavern, 114 School St, Randolph, NY 14722 

 
2024 Retread Events 

Mar 9-11   - Eastern PA Retreads Mid Winter Get-A-Way, Waynesboro, PA - Info in this newsletter 
April 5-6    - Coffeyville Retreads April Fools Rally, Coffeeville, KS - Info on our website or contact Kim 
April 24-27 - SWLA Retread Rally, Westlake, LA - Info on our website or contact Kim 
May 1-4     - Four Corners Rally, Chinle, AZ - Info on our website or contact Kim 
May 16-18 - Mid-Atlantic Retreads Rally, Bird-In-Hand, PA - Rally reservation form in this newsletter 
June 11-13 - New England Retreads Rally, Waterville, ME - Rally reservation form in this newsletter 
July 15-17 - Western PA Retreads Rally, Franklin, PA - Rally reservation form in this newsletter 
Aug 19-23 - International Retreads Rally, Gulfport, MS 
Aug 22-25 - ME Retreads Weekend Getaway, Shelburne, NH - Rally reservation form in this newsletter 
Sept 16-18 - Delmarva Retreads Rally, Harrington, DE? 
Sept 28 - Oct 5 - Ride to the Finger Lakes, Sponsored by Eastern PA Retreads - More info on our website or 
contact Kim 
 
Web Sites for Rally flyers 
Western PA:     www.wparetreads.org  Delmarva:   www.delmarvaretreads.weebly.com  
Mid-Atlantic:     www.midatlanticretreads.com     Eastern PA:     www.eparetreads.com                          
Maryland:        www.mdretreads.weebly.com New England:    www.newenglandretreads.com                                                                                       
International Retreads:    www.retreadsmc.org 
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Western PA Retreads 

Kim Docter, Rep. 

27553 Miller Station Rd. 

Cambridge Springs, PA  16403 

GROUP RIDING   
 
You may think of your riding group as a single unit heading down the highway, but experts make it 
clear that when it comes to other traffic- and the law - you are a number of individual motorcyclists 
who happen to be using the same road. Law enforcement officers point out that most states have no 
laws giving large groups of motorcyclists any special rights or privileges on the road unless they ob-
tain a parade permit.  
They note that it is entirely legal, and often necessary, for other vehicles to move in and out of a 
group of bikes. Group riders should know that they may occupy the travel lane, but there will be 
times when cars may need to travel within the group to turn, etc. They continue by saying that each 
rider is subject to traffic laws individually. If you are the 11th rider in a group approaching a stop light 
and the first 10 get through on a green, that doesn’t absolve you for the responsibility to stop when it 
turns red. Nor does it give you the right to break the speed limit to catch up.  
Officials suggest that large groups divide up into smaller groups of 10 or less and leave space be-
tween the groups to allow other vehicles to pass. On 2 lane roads, it may be necessary to break into 
even small units.  
This is an illustration of the first and most important rule for every motorcyclist involved in a group 
ride; Ride your own ride. When you’re in a group, keep track of your own speed, your own margins 
from other vehicles and your own safety, just as though you were riding on your own. And if a car 
moves in on you, by all means, get out of the way - whether the driver is right or wrong. Even though 
motorcycles do have the right to ride, getting tangled up with road-rage drivers can be dangerous 
and possibly lethal.  
 
 
In the July 2006 MD Retreads newsletter. Reprinted with permission, American Motorcyclist magazine. 


